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IntercRing Letter, written by Columbus, the celebrated Dif 
coverer of America, 


[ From Edwards’s Hiftory of the Weft Indies. ] 


HERE is (fays Mr. Edwards) preferved among the 

journals of the Honourable Council in Jamaica, a very 
old volume in manufcript, confifting of diaries and reports 
of Governors, which relate chiefly to the proceedings of the 
army, and other tranfaétions, in the firft fettlement of the 
colony. Inthis book is to be found the tranilation of a letter 
to the King of Spain, faid to be written by Columbus during 
his confinement on this ifland. As it appears to me to bear 
marks of authenticity, I fhall prefent it to my readers. It 
was written, probably, about eight months after the departure 
of his meffenger, Diego Mendez, who had attempted to 
reach Hifpaniola in an Indian canoe. Hearing nothing from 
him in that interval, Columbus feems to have relinquifhed 
every hope of relief, and to have written this letter in an 
hour of defpondency, not as having any probable means of 
fending it to Spain; but on the idea that it would be found 
after his death. Itis as follows : 


A Letter from CurisTOPHER COLUMBUS, 2” Jamaica, to 
KinG FERDINAND. 
Jamaica, 1504, 
Dieco MENDEz, and the papers I fent by him, will thew 
your Highnefs what rich mines of gold I have difcovered in 


Vor. XXXV, K Veraqua, 
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Veraqua, and how I intended to have left my brother at the 
river Belin, if the judgments of Heaven, and the greateft 
misfortunes in the world, had not prevented it. However, 
it is fufficient that your Highnefs, and your fucceflors, will 
have the glory and ,advantage of all; and that the full dif- 
covery and fettlement are referved for happicr perfons than 
the unfortunate Columbus. If God be fo merciful to me, 
as to eondu€&t Mendez to Spain, I doubt not but he will con- 
since your Highnefs, and my great miftrefs, that this will 
not only be a Caftile and Leon; but a difcovery of a world 
of fubjeéts, lands, and wealth, greater than man’s unbounded 
fancy could ever comprehend, or avarice itfelf covet ; but 
neither he, this paper,nor the tongue of mortal man, can ex- 
prefs the anguifh and affliftions of my body and mind, nor 
the mifery and dangers of my fon, brother, and friends! 
Already have we been confined ten months in this place, 
lodged on the open decks of our fhips, that are run on fhore 
and lafhed together ; thofe of my men that were in health, 
have mutinied under the Porras’s of Seville; my friends, 
that were faithful, are moflly fick and dying ; we have con- 
fumed the Indians’ provifions, fo that they abandon us. All, 
therefore, are like to perifh by hunger, and thefe mileries arc 
accompanied with fo many aggravating circumftances, that 
render me the moit wretched obje& of misfortune this world 
hall ever fee ; as if the difpleaiure of Heaven feconded the 
envy of Spain, and would punilh, as criminal, thofe under- 
takings and difcoveries which former ages would have ac- 
knowledged as great and meritorious ations ! Good Heaven, 
and you holy faints that dwell in it, let the King, Don Fer- 
dinand, and my ilufrious miftrels, Donna Habella, know 
that my zeal for their fervice and intereft hath brought me 
thus low ; for it is impoflible to live and have affliétions equal 
to mine! I fee, and with horror apj wrehend my own, and for 
my fake, my unfortunate and deferving peopi ’s deftruction. 
Alas! piety and juilice have retired to their habitations 


above ; and it is a crime to have undertaken and performed 


too much! As my mifery makes my life a burthen to my- 
felf, fo far the eimpty tithe of Viceroy and Admiral render 
me obnoxous to the hatred of the Spanifh nation. 

te is vilible that all methods are ad »pted to cut the thread 
that is breaking; for lam in my old age oppreffed with in- 
jupportable pains of the gout, and am now languifhing and 

piting with that. and other infirmities, among favages 

whe re I have neither medicines nor provifions for the boc i 
prieft nor facrament for the foul. My men ina flate of 1 
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volt——my brother, my fon, and thofe that are faithful, fick, 
ftarving, and dying; the Indians have abandoned us, and the 
Governor of St. Domingo has fent rather to fee if Iam 
dead, than to fuccour us, or carry me alive hence; for his 
boat neither delivered a letter nor fpoke with us, nor would 
receive any letter from us, fo I conclude your Highnefs’s 
officers intend that here my voyages and life fhould ter. 
minate. 

O bleffed Mother of God! that’ compaflionates the mifer- 
able and oppreffed, why did not cruel Bodavilla kill me, 
when he robbed me and my brother of our dearly purchafed 
gold, and ey us to Spain, without trial, crime, or fhadow of 
uifcondiel Thefe chains are all the treafures I have, and 
they fhall a buriéd with me, tt I chance to have a cotiin or 
grave ; for I woul: l have the remembrance of fo unjuit an 

iGtion perifh with me, and, for the glory of the Spanifh name, 
“m8 eternally forgotten. 

Let it not bring a farther infamy on the Caftilian name ; 
nor let ages to come, know there were any wretches fo vile 
in this, that think to recommend themfelves to your Majefly, 
by deftroying the unfortunate and miferable Chriftopher Co- 
lumbus, not tor his crimes, but for his fervices in difcovering 
and giving Spaina new world! As it was Heaven itfelt that 
infpired and conduéied me to it! the Heavens will weep for 
me, and fhew pity ! Let the earth, and every foul in it, that 
loves juftice and mercy, weep for me! And you, O glorified 
faints of God, that know my innocence and fee my fufferings 
here, have mercy ! for though this prefent age is envious and 
obdurate, furely thofe that are to come will pity me, when 
they are told that Chriftopher Columbus, with his own for- 
tune, ran the hazard of bis own and brother’s life, and with 
little or no expence to the crown of Spain, in ten years and 
four voyages, rendered greater fervices than ever wortal man 
did to prince or kingdom, yet was left to perifh, without 
being charged with the leafk crime, in poverty and mifery— 
all but his chains being taken from him, fo that he who gave 
Spain another world, had neitiner fafety init, nor yeta cote 
tage for himfelf nor his wretched family. 

But fhould Heaven ftill perfecute me, and feem difpleafed 
with what I have done, as if the difcovery of this new world 
may be fatal to pear: d ; and, as a punifhment, bring my life 
toa period inthis miferable place ; yet do you, good angels, 
you that fuccour the oppreffed and innocent, bring this paper 
to my great miftrefs. She seat how much I "hate done, 
and will believe what I have fuffered for her glory and fer- 
K 2 vice; 

































64 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


vice ; and will be fo juftand pious as not tolet the children 
of him that has broyght to Spain fuch immenfe riches, and 
added to it vaft and unknown kingdoms and empire, want 
bread, or fubfift only on alms. She, if fhe lives, will con- 
fider that cruelty and ingratitude will bring down the wrath 
of Heaven; fo that the wealth I have difcovered thal! be the 
means of ftirring up all mankind to revenge and rapine, and 
the Spanifh nation fuffer hereafter for what envious, mali- 
cious, ungrateful people do now.* 


* Columbus was cleared from the above accufation, of which 
he fo bitterly and jufily complains. He died in Spain 1506.— 
Editor, 





CHARACTERS zz REAL LIFE. 
(Concluded from Page 55.) 


HUS encouraged, Frederic eagerly awaited the arrival of 
Mr. Difcount. Wifeman received him with great cold- 
nefs, while Lady Steel fhewed evident marks of contempt. 
The broker, who had every appearance of a foreign religion 
as well as nation, was dreffed in black velvet breeches and 
waiftcoat, a pompadour coat with large gilt buttons, fquare 
toed fhoes, gold buckles, and a perriwig highly powdered, 
which made a curious contraft with the yellow tinge of his 
complexion, Impreffed with the dignity of Lady Steel, and 
at that of the French Countefs, for he had feldom been in 
the company of perfons of rank, he was evidently embar- 
raffled. When he ventured to {peak to either, he rofe me- 
chanically from his chair, bowed to the ground, and re- 
peated my Lady twenty times in every fentence. They were 
delighted with his confufion, and kept the whole table in a 
roar at his expence: They repeatedly afked him fome quef- 
tions, which as certainly produced half a dozen bows, and 
as many “ my ladies.” They artfully took this opp ortunity, 
when he was eating of fome favourite dith, and by the inter- 
ruption put his patience tano little trial. 
As thefe queflions were of courfe principally dire&ed to 
his concerns, his anfwers bore every mark of his profeflion. 
* How were the three per cents, to-day, Mr. Difcount ?” 
afked Lady Steel. Pulling the Bap kin from his button hole, 
and refpeétfully bending his bod ly, he replied, with his mouth 
ftill full, “ Dey vere little down in de morning, my Lady 
but 
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but éings did look upward in de evening, ended at fixty-three, 
three quarters and one fixteenth: Expeét dey vel get up more 
higher to-morrow, {fo dey tiné inthe city, but do not pretend 
to fay fo from any aulority, my Lady: You Ladythip do 
know des tings better as me, you move in de higher circles.” 
Again he bowed, and again the company burft into a roar. 
After repeated queftions of this fort, which he always an- 
{wered with the fame humility, the fame foreign accent, and 
the {fame technical cant, the ladies at length retired, and gave 
Mr. Difcount a fhort releafe. He was not much better treated 
by the young men of the party, excepting Latimer, who was 
little inclined to laugh at him from whom alone he expe&ed 
relief in his diftrefles. As he let out more than once, that 
no man was better known in ’Change Alley than Abraham 
Difcount, Frederic determined to fay nothing in the pre- 
fence of Mr. Wifeman, but to call on him the next day. 

Mr. Difcount pretended much furprize at Frederic’s vifit; 
and afier hearing his {tatement, declared his total inability to 
aflifthim. Frederic intreated him with warmth. Difcount 
calmly declared the thing impofhible. At length, after much 
altercation, he promifed he would fee “* vat could be done,” 
and defired him to call that day fe’nnight. At the appointed 
time, the anxious Frederic repeated his vifit. Mr. Difcount 
was very forry all his own cafh was foemployed that he could 
not call it it in, and “* he dat had the monies,” to whom 
he meant to apply, was not yet cometotown. Another weck 
of trembling expectation for Frederic. At length Mr. Abra- 
ham Difcount introduced his friend Mr. Ifraeli, who, after 
the ufual objeétions of minority, {fcarcity of money, depref- 
fion of the flocks, hazard, penalties of ufury, &c. offered to 
lend one thoufand pounds on the following rea/onable terms: 
Two hundred pounds to be immediately returned as a pre- 
mium, a bond given for fifteen hundred pounds, payable on 
Frederic’s coming of age, and an engagement to pay a further 
fur of one thoufand pounds, in cafe the Duchefs of Annaa 
fhould bequeath him, at her death, a legacy equal to that 
amount. 

Exorbitant as were thefe terms, Latimer felt himfelf 
obliged to fubmit. He had no other means of leaving the 
univerfity with credit, or fatisfying his own peace of mind; 
and for reputation and tranquillity can too great a price be 
given? He figned the bond, and the engagement mentioned 
before, and received the eight hundred pounds, The Ba. 
ronet had been his confidant and advifer through the whole 
bufinels ; 
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bufinefs ; but Mr. Wifeman pretended to know nothing of 
the tranfaétion. 

Latimer, delighted at having it in his power to difcharge 
all his little embarraffments, was preparing to fet out for 
Oxtord for that purpofe, when the following letter was put 
into his hands : 

Berkeley-Square, 
Dear Latimer, Tucfday Morning. 


** Iam forry to be troublefome, but an unfortunate rua 


the thoufand pounds wnich you owe me. I have hi- 
im abRained from applying to you on the fubjecét, as 
i 


7 


etsy to diftrefs you, but as you yefterday received eigh 
dred pounds, in procuring which I was happy to be able 
Gil you, I hope yon will confider the following propo- 

fition as an additional mark of my friendfhip. If you will 
immediately pay me the eight hundred pounds now in your 
poffefion, I will cancel your bond for one thoufand. The 
fiberality of this offer muft flrike you; and Iam fure muf 
meet your approbation, particularly as debts of honour are 
always firft paid. As to your creditors, giv ¢ them notes pay- 
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of bad fortune laff night at Pharo obliges me to remind you | 
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able at two years. Their anger cannot injure you at any } 


rate. You are under age, and confequently not fubje& by 
law to their demands. I only hint this to fatisfy your feru- 
ples, and to remove any uneafinefs you may feel in poft- 
poning the intended payment of your Oxford debts. 

You will oblige me much by fending the money in the 
courfe of the day: And, with fincere regard, I remain, 

Your’s, very truly, 
“ Wiittam STEEL.” 


“This plot againft Frederic is afterwards developed by his 
frrend Mr. Deering, in the following hiftory, which ferves 
to complete a portrait, of which many will guefs at the 
original. | 

Good God!’ cried Mr. Deering, “ is it poffible that 
you did not know that notorious villain, Jew Solomon, the 
ufurer?” 

What do you mean ?”’ faid Frederic, “ I {peak of Mr. 
Wifeman, of Berkeley-{quare,a gentleman of charaéter and 
fortune, whofe elegant hofpitality may vie with that of the 
firft Duke in the kingdom.” 

True, alio,” calmly continued Deering; “ yet, not. 
withftanding this fine houfe in Berkeley-fquare, Mr. Wiles 
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man and Jew Solomon are one and the fame perfon! the for- 
ner name is only a convenient tranflation of the latter, which 
conceals the degrading memorial of his original fituation. 
i know his hiftory perfeétly. He commenced his career im 
life by felling flippers, and buying broken glafs about the 
fireets: He finifhed his education by becoming clerk to a 
low attorney of his own perfuafion, who promoted him to 
that di/lenguifhed place for his aptitude in {wearing whatever 
his mafter chofe to diétate, and for the happy genius he dif- 
played in aflifting him in the very re/peclable branches which 
he purfued in the profeflion. He was a perfe& camelion, 
and could in one dav aflume many ‘different forms. If a 
bail was wanting in the morning, Solomon, with the affif. 
tance of a {mart wig, goid-headed cane, and long great coar, 
became in one minute a refpeétable tradefman from the Mi- 
nories. If awitnefs was next required to fave the valuah/e 
life of one of his employer’s clients at the Old Bailey, he 
was inftantlya Yorkthire farmer, and would depofe with great 
exactnefs to the prefence of the prifoner in that county at 
the time of the robbery committed; and if a fignature or 
atteftation were omitted by a teftator, every form was eafily 
fupplied by his fkilfal pen. 

** His talents in thefe Aonourable tranfa€tions became ra- 
ther too celebrated, and Mr. Solomon tound it neceflary to 
try the air of another climate. He retired to Portugal, 
turned gentleman, and kept a houfe for play. Having 
realized fome moncy, he launched out into certain ufurious 
{peculations, which happened to draw the notice of the In- 
gulfition, and Mr. Solomon was glad to purchafe his liberty 
on condition of Jeaving the country immediately. He went 
thence to Italy, aflumed the chara¢ter of a Portuguefe noble- 
man, wore aflar, and called himfelf Le Marquis de So!ono. 
In this charaéter he gained admittance into the beft focieties, 
and had a happy opportunity of exercifing his talents. 

“ After pillaging many perfons of fortune at play, and 
particularly feveral young Englifhmen on their travels, fie 
became acquainted at Venice with Lady Steel, then a w - 
dow, not of the bef reputation. As he knew from un- 
doubted authority that fhe had a jointure of fix hundred 
pounds a year, fhe became an object worthy his attention. 
Report fays, that her Ladythip did not keep the impatient 
lover in fufpenfe, and that long ere the holy ceremonies vot 
wedlock had made them * one and indivifible,’ they inha- 
bited the fame apartment. Be that as it may, he was too 
much aman of honour to break his word, as he was inte- 
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refted in keeping it ; and he was united to her, firft by the 
forms of the Romifh church, then in the Englith chapel, 
and fome time afterward in a fynagogue of his own perfua. 
fion. Lady Steel, who had been principally allured to this 
marriage by the found of his title, and the fplendour of his 
ftar, had the mortification foon to difcover that her worthy 
lord was the fon of an old-clothes-man in Duke’s Place. 
He had originally efcaped deteétion by a conftant change of 
place ; but his marriage, and the fortune of his wife,tempted 
him to remain at Venice fome months. The Portuguefe 
Ambaffador made enquiries, learned his true charatter, and 
took the liberty one evening of turning him publicly out of 
the theatre ; acquainting him, at the fame time, tiat 1f he did 
not immediately Jeave the territories of the republic, he 
fhould obtain an order for his arreft. The Jew obeyed, and 
decamped the next morning, with his difconfolate dowager 
and her family, of whom your worthy friend the Baronet 
formed a part. As fhe was his wife, there was no remedy 
left but to keep up appearances 2s well as poflible. By her 
advice Mr. Solomon returned to London, where his youth- 
ful exploits were now forgotten, and under the Anglifed name 
of Wifeman, commenced man of fafhion, though, not being 
able to get ridof his Jewifh accent and foreign complexion, 
he condefcended to acknowledge he had been for many years 
a merchant abroad. A fplendid houfe and flaming equipage 
were immediately prepared. Buoyed up by thefe appear- 
ances, and the rank of Lady Steel, he has contrived to live 
fome years in {plendour and affluence, on the credulity of 
inexperienced youth. The elegant hofpitality you {poke of, 
ys the attraction by which he firlt draws to his table every 
young man whofe expectations render him an objeét of his 
prey, and his exquifite art confifts in letting nothing appear 
under his roof which can excite fufpicion, or fubjeét him to 
pannent SR SaempNges 1 RISSn ap mesapive.se play, 
but gaming is not fuffered at his houfe. He always takes 
care to have perfons in the company who propofe adjourning 
to fume tafhionable Pharo table, with which he is conncctied, 
but he never himfelf accompanies them, and be often even 
pretends to diffuade them from going. Though he does not 
appear, he gets the greater part of thofe fums of which they 
are pillaged, and a flill greater profit accrues to him from the 
Joans which their necellities oblige them to negociate. Heis 
always the confidant of his young friends, though he as 
conftantly declines having any concern in their money tranf- 

aftions; and by the affiflance of Mr. Difcount and Mr. If- 
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raeli, who.are merely his agents, purpofely thrown in their 
way, under different pretences, he gets a treblé advantage 
from their ruin. By this happy artifice, he has hitherto ef- 
caped the punifhment of the law, though his charaéter has 
been more than once impeached. 

~“ As to the Baronet, his father’s eftates. being deeply 
mortgaged, his income, exclufively of his mother’s jointure, 
was originally very fmall, and even that he rendered ftill lefs 
by his early imprudencies. I underftand he has lately be- 
come a’kind of apprentice to his worthy father-in-law, and 
by your account appears a very able proficient. You will 
be furprifed.at my knowing thefe faés fo exaétly, but you 
may depend on my accuracy. I have lately had a melan- 
choly reafon to. afcertain them. A near relation of mine 
cut his throat only atwelvemonth fince, in confequence of 
being ruined by the arts of this hoary villain.” 





Obfervations on the Controverfy about the Commencement 
of the Nineteenth Century. 


[From the Preface to «*« An Ode for the New Century,” written 
by H. J. Pye, Efq. Poet Laureat.] 


HE controverfy about the commencement of the nine- 
teenth century, which has lately fo much occupied the 
public mind, being of confequence to me, who am officially 
called onto give a public opinion on it, I very early turned 
my thoughts to the fubje&, and foon adopted the notion moft 
generally received—that January 1, 1801, would be the firft 
day of the nineteenth century. 

I found, however, all authority drawn from former pre- 
cedents againft me; I found that the Secular Mafque of 
Dryden was performed at Drury Lane Theatre early inthe 
year 1700; and that Prior’s Carmen Seculare was written 
for the fame year, and obvioufly for the 1f of January. 
Thefe examples were fufficient authority for me, indepen- 
dently of their fhewing the received opinion of that time. 
I found alfo in the f{chedule to the A& of Parliament for 
altering the ftyle, and which is printed in all the Common 
Prayer Books, thefe words :—‘ For the next century, that 
is from the year 1800 to the year 1899 inclufive.”’* 

Vor. XXXV. L In 


* Though the meaning of this is very clear, yet, like fome 
other parts of other Acts of Parliament, it is not very accurately 
exprefied. See the next note, 
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In the French Encyclopedie, article Lettre Dominicale, 
we find, “ Ji changera en 1800, en 1900, én 2100, &e, en 
un mot au commencement de chacun des fiecles dont la pre. 
miére année n’eft pas biffextile,” And again under Cycle So. 
fatre, explaining the tables, it fays, oom La premiére de ces 
tables fera pour le fiecle qui a commencé par l'année 1600 ; 
la fecend pour les fiecles qui commencent par les années 1700, 
2100, 2500, 2200, 3400, Gc.” 

There is yet a ftronger authority, alles from the hiftory 
of the inftitution of the Chriftian era, as it is ufually called, 
though now known not to be reckoned from the real birth of 
-our Saviour, but which makes no difference with refpe& to 
the prefent queftion. 

A native of Scythia, Dionyfius Exiguus, fo named from 
his filature, who exercifed the fun&tions of Abbot at Rome 
in the fixth century, thinking it difgraceful that the Chrif- 
tiaus fhould reckon their years from the foundation of acity 
which was the feat of their perfecutors, refolved to introduce 
‘a new era from the birth of Chrift, which he fixed on the 
25th of December, in the year of Rome, 753; but to ac- 
commodate it to the Roman calendar, he reckoned from the 
1ft of January enfuing, in the manner that he exemplified 
by the following table of the firft century, and on which the 
calculation of the beginning and clofe of the century jut 
commenced in the table in our Common Prayer Books is 
founded. 

Og ha Whe ak ae re sag BE Ey ecoren 
Tyee ae ie es 

Thus much for authority. It now remains to fhew how 
the difference of opinion has arifen. 

Thofe who maintain that the nineteenth century does not 
begin till January 1ft, 1801, confider the year one to mean 
the whole of the firft year from Oto1. Thofe, on the con- 
trary, who, following the above authorities, confider it as 
commencing January 1{t, 1800, conceive 1800 not to mean 
the 1800th year, but that atom of time, if I may be al- 
lowed the expreflion, paft before we can fay itis, that marks 
the completion of the 1800th year from Chrift,* as one 
o'clock does the completion of the firft hour ; marking the 

cardinal 


* This may poffibly be illoftrated by an anecdote of an indiét- 
ment being fet afide becaufe it ftated that the crime was committed 
between the hours of four and five, which was impoffible ; it fhould 
have been between four and five o’clock. On the mof awful event 
that 
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cardinal number of years from the event, and not the ofdinal 
number of the year. It muft be acknowledged that Ifaacfon, 
and after him Blair and Playfair, reckon according to the laft 
mode; not fo Cardanus Rider, who I prefume is as good 
authority. He, in his chronology for the prefent year, to 
take one {plendid example from many, tells us Lord Nelfon’s 
viftory happened 1798 years after Chrift, and that it is two 
years fince it happened. || 

The hours of the day ona clock, the mile-ftones on the 
road, a carpenter’s rule, the manner of reckoning the de- 
grees of Jatitude and longitude from the equator, or the firft 
meridian, all confirm this hypothefis, as marking not the 
whole {paces of their refpeétive meafures, but. the end of 
them ; and efpecially the years of a man’s life. Whena 
man fays he is thirty, he does not mean that he is in his thir- 
tieth year, but that thirty years have clapfed fince his birth.t 

Having faid thus much in defence of myfelf and the au- 
thorities I follow, I beg leave to deprecate the refentment of 
thofe who are of a different opinion, for they are in generai 
very warm in their caufe. I donot pofitively infift that they 
are in the wrong ; I only meanto fhew on what grounds and 
on whatauthority I am in the wrong, fhould I happen to be 
fo ; afavour I have feldom had granted by thofe with whom 
I have argued viva voce, 


that ever happened, the ninth hour is ufed for the completion of 
that hour; or as we fhould now fay, nine o’clock. Matthew, ch. 
xxvil. ver. 46. Mark, ch. xv. ver.34. The Romans reckoned 
their hours in this manner, and fometimes their years ; otherwife 
the precept of Horace, ** Nonum prematur in annum,” has been al- 
ways wrongly tranflated. 

lj In a late publication on diftinguifhed charaéters of the laft 
year, it is thus defcribed, 1799—1800. This is exaétly according 
to the table of Dionyfius. 

+ The firft of January may be called, according to the common 
era, the birth-day of Chrift ; and as Pope fays, a birth-day 

‘* Is but the funeral of the former year.” 





Obfervations on Vegetables, and the Method of drefing 


them. 
By Dr. Brooke, ef Exeter, 
HE Italians are convinced that raw herbs are. abfolutely 


neceflary for health. They generally eat them at night ; 
| indeed 
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indeed fallads with oil and vinegar is chiefly their fupper, 
with a glafs or twoof light wine, anda much larger quantity 
of. cold water, which they look on asa correétorof the grois 
juices that are created. by the.abundant ufe of animal food ; 
and medical {cience will be improved in proportion as the 
virtues of vegetables are more difcovered. 

I have travelled over the greateft part of Europe and to 
Africa within the Streights, and I have obferved that raw 
herbs are made ufe of by the natives in a much greater de- 
gree than in England, and they are infinitely more free from 
chronic diforders than we are. This is occafioned (fome 
fay) by our moift climate, or the inefficacy of our herbage ; 
to either I cannot accede, as God is too good partially to 
place us on this {fpot, without the bleflings in proportion to 
on other creatures, and his laws of nature are regularly con- 
iftent, 


7 Nature’s miftakes are difficult to trace, 
‘ ’ 
A boon and folace to the human race,”’ 


It therefore is a duty to all who have abilities to ufe their 
beft means (for the comfort of the lefs enlightened, and thé 
peor) more clofely to examine the vegetable fyftem, which 
cannot fo well be explored as in fchools or by botanic focie. 
ties ; and as no obferver of providential reétitude can be ir- 
religous, we may very juftly fay, 


““ Come then, religion, with thy joyful band; 

““ Come hope and charity, with hand in hand; 

“ Come, prudence, with thy circum{peétive ken, 
** With piety to God’ and health to men, 


THE METHOD OF DRESSING TABLE VEGETABLES. 


Our gardens and fields throughout the year produte us a 
real variety of herbs fuficient for raw fallads; which may 
be dreffed according to fancy, or with vinegar and oil, or the 
yolk of an egg, when oil is not freth. 

Roots and herbs fhould generally be flewed in a clofe- 
ftopped fauce or ftew-pan, by which means the natural or 
effential oils are preferved ; whereas they fly off by boiling 
in anuncovered vefflel, and. the remaining effence is pafled 
through a cullender, and the vegetable is become a caput 
mortuum, which is oftenthe caufe of producing difagreeable 
fenfations in weak ftomachs, which would have been other. 
wife, had they been ftewed in their own juices. 

ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT of the CROCODILE, 


[From Sonnini’s Travels in Egypt. ] 


N remote times, the crocodile experienced a different 

treatment in Egypt, according to the place in which it 
was to be found. In one part it was purfued with fury, and 
deftroyed without pity ; in another, it was an obje& of ve- 
neration. The inhabitants of the environs of Thebes, and 
of the lake Meeris, regard it as a facred animal. .They chofe 
out one from among them, which they tamed ; they took 
the greateft care of it; its food was prefcribed, and regulated 
by religious books ; they adorned it with ear-rings, made of 
gold, or of fiGitious ftones, and with a fort of bracelets on 
its fore feet; an attire far too elegant for an animal fo 
hideous. 

At prefent, the crocodile is neither deftroyed nor revé. 
renced ; they are left in peace, to impart their mufk {mell to 
the waters of the Nile, and to clear them of fifhes.. Banifhed 
tothe moft fouthern part of Egypt, they affemble there in 
vaft numbers : They are to be feen when the fun is at its 
height, their heads above the water, immoveable, and appear- 
ing at a diftance like large pieces of floating wood, gliding 
flowly down with the current, and bafking in the heat, of 
which they are very fond. I have fhot feveral in that fitua- 
tion, and very clofe to them; for not being often difturbed, 
I could approach them eafily. With a coat of mail, which 
refills the ball, it is very difficult to kill them. Iwas in 
hopes of being able to fratture their fkull by a difcharge from 
my mufket, loaded with a flug ; but whether it be, that they 
were equally impenetrable there, or whether, being wounded 
only, they retired to dic, fome time after, at the bottom of 
the deep, I know not; but all thofe I thot made a plunge, 
and difappeared immediately. 

In the neighbourhood of Thebes, the {mall boat in which 
I failed up the river was often furrounded by crocodiles, on 
alevel with the furface ; they faw us pafs with indifference; 
they neither difcovered fear, nor any cruel intent at our ap- 
proach. The noifeoceafioned by mutket-fhot was alone able 
to difturb them in their ftate of tranquil apathy ; they never 
rife upon veffels, and how little foever they may be lifted 
above the water, nothing is to be apprehended from their 
attacks. But you muft avoid thrufting your arms, or legs, 
into the flream, or you, will run the rifk of getting them 
{napped off by their fharp and pointed teeth, m 

ery 
















































74 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Very alert in the water, whichthey cut with rapidity, they 
make but flow progrefs on dry land; and were it not that 
their flime colour, and the bed of mud with which they cover 
themfelves in walking along the miry fhores of the Nile, 
difguifes them fo as to render them lefs perceptible, and thus 
¢xpofe you to be furprifed by them, they are by no means fo 
dangerous out of the watery element, in which they are 
ftronger and more at liberty. 

The fecundity of the crocodile would prove a terrible 
fcourge to the country which it inhabits, did not numerous 
enemies, among which the tortoife of the Nile ranks the 
foremoft, prevent its multiplication by devouring its eggs, 
and the young ones as foon as they are hatched. Seven 
young crocodiles, hatched two days before, were brought to 
meat Kous; they were eleven inches long, and their teeth 
were already very fharp. The Egyptian who took them in. 
formed me that there were about fifty of them together, but 
that it was impoflible for him to feize them all, becaufe their 
mother had arrived unexpeftedly, and was eager to fly upon 
him. Thefe reptiles, already fo formidable from their hi- 
deous form and their voracity, are {till more fo from their 
immenfelength. I faw at the convent of Neguade the fkin 
of acrocodile, thirty feet long and four broad. I have Been 
affured that fome have been found in the Nile even fifty feet 
in length. 





—_—— 


4 DESCRIPTION of the SPANISH THEATRE, 


[From Southey’s Travels. ]} 
Tuefday Night. 
~~ juft returned from the Spanifh comedy. The theatre 
is painted with a muddy light blue, and a dirty yellow, 
without gilding, or any kind of ornament. The boxes are 
engaged by the feafon; and fubfcribers only, with their 
friends, admitted to them, paying a pefetta each. In the 
pit are the men, cach feated as in a great armed chair ; the 
Jower clafs ftand behind thefe feats ; above are the women, 
for the fexes are feparated, and fo ftriétly, that an officer 
was broke at Madrid, for intruding into the female places. 
The boxes, of courfe, hold family parties. The centre box, 
over the entrance of the pit, is appointed for the magiftrates, 
covered inthe front with red ftuff, and ornamented with the 
royalasms. The motto is a curious one ; Silencio y no fu. 
9 mar,” 
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mar.” “* Silence, and no {moaking.” The comedy, of 
courfe, was very dull to one who could not underftand it. 
I was told that it contained fome wit, and more obf{cenity ; 
but the only comprehenfible joke to me, was, ee faid 
in a loud voice by oneman, and “ Oh!” replied equally 
Joud by another, to the great amufement of the audience. 

To this fucceeded a comic. opera; the characters were 
reprefented by the moft ill-looking man and woman I ever 
faw. My Swedith friend’s ifland of hares and rabbits could 
not have a fitter king and queen. The man’s drefs was a 
thread-bare brown coat lined with filk, that had once been 
white, and dirty corduroy waiftcoat and breeches ; his beard 
was black, and his neckcloth and fhoes dirty :—But his face ! 
Jack Ketch might fell the reverfion of his fee for him, and be 
inno danger of defrauding the purchafer. A foldier was the 
other charaéter, in old black velveret breeches; with a pair 
of gaters reaching above the knee, that appeared to have 
been made out of fome blackimith’s old leathern apron. 
A farce followed, and the hemp-{tretch man again. made his 
appearance, having blacked one of his eyes to look blind. 
M. obferved that he looked better with one eye than with 
two, and we agreed, that the lofs of his head would be an 
addition to his beauty. 

The prompter ftands in the middle of the ftage, about half 
way above it, before a little tin fkreen, not unlike a man in a 
cheefe-toafter. He read the whole play with the aétors, in 
atone of voice equally loud; and when one of the per- 
formers added alittle of his own wit, he was [o provoked as to 
abufe him aloud, and fhake the book at him. Another 
prompter made his appearance to the opera, unfhaved, and 
dirty beyond defcription : they both ufed as much a€tion as 
the aétors. The fcene that falls between the ais would dif. 
grace a puppet-fhow at an Englifh fair ; on one fide is a hill, 
in fize and fhape like a fugar-loaf, with atemple onthe furn- 
mit, exa&tly like a watch-box ; on the other Parnaflus, with 
Pegafus ftriking the top in his flight, and fo giving a fource to 
the waters of Helicon; but fuch is the proportion of the 
horfe to the mountain, that you would imagine him to be only 
taking a flying leap over a large ant-hill, and think he would 
deftroy the whole ceconomy of the fate, by kicking it to 
pieces. Between the hills lay a city ; and in the air fitsa 
duck-legged Minerva, furrounded by flabby Cupids. 

I could fee the hair-drefling behind the {cenes ; a child 
was fuffered to play onthe ftage, and amufe himfelf by fit- 
ting on the {cene, and {winging backward and forward, fo as 
to 
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to endanger fetting it on fire. “Five chandeliers were lighted 
by only twenty candles. To reprefent night, they turned 
up two rough planks, about eight inches broad, before the 
fiage lamps; and the muficians, whenever they retired, blew 
out their tallow candles. But the moft fingular thing, i is 
their mode of drawing up the curtain. A man climbs up to 
the roof, catches hold of a rope, and then jumps down ; the 
weight of his body raifing the curtain, and that of the cur. 
tain breaking his fall. F 

I did not fee one ator witha clean pair of thoes. The 
women wore in their hair a tortoife-fhell comb to part it; the 
back of which is concave, and fo large as to refemble the 
front of a fmal! bonnet. This would not have been inele. 
gant, if their hair had been clean and without powder, er 
even appeared decent with it. 

I muft now to fupper. When aman muft diet on what 
is difagreeable, it is fome confolation to refleét that it is whole- 
fome; and this is the cafe with the wine : but the bread here 
is half gravel, owing to the foft nature of their grind-ftones. 
Inftead of tea, aman ought to drink Adam’s Solvent with 
his break faft. 





DESCRIPTION of the ANTELOPE, 
[ From Sonnini’s Travels in Egypt. } 


HAT pretty f{pecies of animal, (the eyes of which are 
confidered in the eaft as the ftandard of perfeétion,) the 
antelope, is feen marching in numerous herds, and traverfing 
with {peed the hills and plains. Thefe are as fhy asthe wild 
oxen, and the approach of a ftrange objeét is fufficient to 
makethem difappear. Their lightnefs and celerity are un- 
paralleled, Nature has beftowed on them long legs, flender 
and tendinous, which, while they proteét their liberty, feem 
to be another obftacleto the defire men might form of fubju- 
gating them. In faét, their legs are fo ilender and brittle at 
the fame time, that they break in the attempt to convey the 
animal from place to place, or even when it is kept on a pave- 
ment, or a floor which is fmooth enough to be flippery. The 
Arab, however, mounted on his courfer, overtakes thefe 
fwift-footed animals, and throws a ftick at them, by which 
their legs are moft commonly entangled and broken; fo that 
it is very rare you can procure one alive, without its beings fo 
crippled that itis impollible to keep it. 


6 On 





FOS 


PORE SOLE EE Toe 


FT an 5 oretnee  FE CRSL 








Ont 
4 


r 


The 
lime 
colts 
a lar; 
lime 
degr« 
end, 
watcl 
it is t 
ftrain 
wher 
Ther 
lime ; 
with 
being 
to be 
who | 
Th 
Auck 
pence 
whol 
ture | 
work! 
gener 
liam 
writer 
that t 
prefer 
happy 





Anfu 











































ted 
ed 


les 
er 


e- 
re 
S. 





ES 


POW TIE ae « 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER; 74 
On the UTILITY of WHITE-WASHING to HEALTH. 


_[From a Pamphlet entitled « Information for Overfeers.”’ ] 


HE poor-houfe at Bifhop Auckland has been, during 

the preceding fummer, white-wafhed every fix weeks. 
The method of preparing the lime, (which is rock or ftone 
lime from. Coxhoe,. about ten miles from Auckland, and 
cofts, including carriage, four- -pencea bufhel,) is as follows : 
a large tub is procured to fhake it in, and this is filled with 
lime nearly to the top, cold water being poured upon it by 
degrees, and it being ftirred with a ftick that js broad at one 
end, until the tub is filled with lime: when the lime and 
water are well incorporated, and of the confiftence of mud, 
it is to be taken out of the tub with a wooden fcoop, and’ 
ftrained through a hair or fine wire ficve into another veffel, 
where it fettles to the bottom ina folid mafs of white-wafh. 
There will be fome water at the top, not imbibed by the 
lime; this fhould be fkimmed off. It is then to be mixed 
with cold water, till it is of the confiftence of thinpaint, 
being ftirred occafionally while it is ufing. In this flate it is 
to be laid on with a whitening brufh by the man and his wife 
who have the care ef the houfe. 

The quantity ufed, for white-wafhing the fifteen rooms at 
Auckland poorhoufe, is half a bufhel, which cofts two- 
pence; the expence of the four white-wafhings being, in the 
whole, not quite eight-pence a year. This trifling cxpendi- 
ture has produced a very great benefit to the poor in the 
workhoufe, to thofe who vifit it, and, indeed, to the parifh in 
general, that is not eafily to be calculated. I have (fays Wil-- 
liam Emm, Efq. Secretary to the Bifhop of Durham, the 
writer of this pamphlet,) the pleafure of being able to fay, 
that there is neither difeafe nor vermin in our poorhoufe at 
pees but that the inhabitants are very comfortable and 
lappy. 





Anfwer by CG. England, of Uplyme, to W. Bickham’s Chas 
rade, inferted November 18, 


T was the Everlafiing Lord 
That form’dth’ extenfive earth, 
Who made the planets by his werd, 
And gave the feafons birth. 
Each flowery SPRING his greatnefs fhows, 
And autumn owns his nod; 


oAXXV, M While 
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While TIDES alternately that flow, 
Proclaim their maker, God. 
#4# We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; G. Coulman, of Broadhempfton; Edward, of 
Truro; and Anna,of Wellington. 
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-A QUESTION, éy 7. Dunn, of South Molton. 


HEN on the top of an houfe, feeing a balloon per. 

pendicular over my head, then having afcended at its 

fettled height, I was informed it was as high above my head 

as that from the ground, and fhould be glad if one of your 

ingenious correfpondents would inform me its height. Sup- 

pofe the earth’s diameter 7957,9 miles, and my eye being 
juft in view of Barnftaple the diftance of 9 miles. 





A REBUS, éy T. Churchoufe, of Yeovil, 


Foreign fruit, ye bards, you'll find ; 
A fort of corn next bring to mind; 
An Englifh meafure of great ufe ; 
A term in mufic next produce; 
And laftly, gents. you’ll make appear, 
A month that helps to form the year : 
The initials join’d aright will foon dilplay 
A powerful inftrument, on which I play. 





A CHARADE, by W. Bickham, Jun. of Afhburton, 


HEN you rove from bower to bower, 
Or thro’ the verdant paftures flray ; 

Where my firft from flower to flower, 

Improves the time, and flies away ; 
Lo! my fecond, where he wanders, 

And boldly thro’ the air he wings, 
Swifter than the ftream meanders, 

Which from the cryftal fountain flows. 
My whole’s a curious habitation, 

And-tho’ complete in every part, 
Yet within this fituation 

Inftinétive genius rivals art. 


9 POETRY. 
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An occafional Prologue, [poken to the new Tragedy of Armi. 
nius, (written by Arthur Murphy, Efq.) prefented by the 
young Gentlemen of Mr. Weatherdon’s Academy, in New. 
ton-Abbot, at their annual Exhibition, December, 1799. 


HO has not feen, in city or in town, 
‘This* comic print, ‘** The World turn’d Upfide-down ?” 
In which all nature’s law appears revers’d ; 
Fifhes in airs birds in the fea immers’d ; 
Trees inthe tky; ftars{parkling on the green; 
And topfy-turvy ev’ry thing is feen, 


This print was firit defign’d to hold in view, 
The contrarieties the age then knew: 
*T was by our anceftors as fatire held 3 - 
Folly was ridicul’d, but not expell’d ; 
Refle& an inftant! Noone can deny, 
But 7ewill to Ninety-nine as well apply: 
For of this year take an impartial lacy. 
You'll find the world the {ame—quite topfy-turvy. 


Compare this age~with that of good Queen Befs; 
How chang’d our manners, living, modes of drefs! . 
Strange revolutions fince her reign we trace; 
The zenith then, now takes the nadir’s place: 
Mankind, in gen’ral, all forfake their {phere, 
And follow fafhion with a mad career: 
We fee the modern, from the ancient beau 
Quite metamorphos’d, e’en from top to toe 3 
The full-curl’d wig, of old {pread o’er the fhoulders, 
Conceal’d the thallow head from the beholders ; 
Now, changing this, the moJifh youth appears, 
Cropp’d and trimm’d up, expoting head and ears; 
Thecoat, with broad-made fkirt, clos’d fully o’er, 
And button’d Joofe, all up and down before; 
But now the fkirt’s cut back, or off all round, 
That no incumbrance to the legs be found ; 
You then, with thorten’d make, would {mall-clothes {ee 
Rather above than ought below the knee; 
But now each {park in pantaloons mot ftride, 
With lengthen’d fhape, around the ancles tied ; 
The buckle, likewife, mod’rate limits knew, 
Nor, as of Jate, encumber’d all the thoe; 

a 

* The fpcaker holding the print in his hand, Bot 
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But now thought ulelefe, quite afide ’tis flung ; 
The firing or ribbon graces old and young: 


Ladies may {mile, but yet they muf confefs, 
They alter too (like gentlemen) in drefs; 
We find the tafte they priz’d in former years, 
Of diff’rent caft from that which now appears ; 
Rich filks and fatins then you might behold, 
Embroider’d o’er-with filver or with gold ; 
Now varied muflins chiefly pleafe the fight, 
And ev'ry colour yields to pareht white ; 
High-ftruétur’d heads, with curlsin order rang’d, 
For humbler models wifely are exchang’d ; 
And tow’ring-hate, which late of filk you faw, 
Give place to bonnets, moftly now of ftraw; 
With changing times, as fafhion bears the fway, 
Long waiits and fhort, by turas have had their day 5 

Great alterations conflantly we view, 

And ev’ry yéar produces fomething new. 


Since then fuch contrarieties appear, 
They will excufe that we turn actors here ; 
That we now fhut our books, and boldly try, 
In tragic mood to rant, to fight, to die ; 
Indeed with us it ftands an yearly rule, 
To aéta play before we break up {chool ; 
Parfuing this, we've always made our choice 
Of one commended by the critic voice ; 
Now, itrange reverfe! we reprefent to you, 
Scenes never yet produc'd to public view ; 
But war’s the theme; and loyalty inipires, 
And th’ amcr patrie our bofoms fires 5 
Th’ attemptis bold: If haply we fucceed, 
With kind applauding hands, Oh crown the deed ! 
Butif to thofe related as before, 
We fhould to-night add many errors more ; 
To their true caufethofe errors you’il affign, 
The top!y-turvy year of ninety-nine. 





DISAPPOINTMENT .—24 Sonnet. 


AS day by day, [journey on thro’ life, 
W here many a thorn has ftrew’d my cheerlefs way, 
Hope’s friendly igoile, with fortune fill at ftrife, 
Bids me advance, to diltant profpedts gay ; 
] reach the pot, the profpeéts fade and die, 
And fcasce one tempting fcene allures the fick’ning eye. 
Oh difappointment! weil | know thy might, 
Deep has my heart imbib’d thy painful Jore ; 
Ev’n hope retires, and fhuns thy hated fighe, 
And paints her fairy vifiions now no more, 
Yet thould her angel light reiume this breaft, 
Grateful the influence again [il hail; 
From pretent-Rtorms for peaceiul feenes draw act, 
And blefs cach litle breeze that favouring fills my fail. 
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